
Definitions: IV 

Dwelling Type 
 

Private Dwelling 
 Refers to a separate set of living quarters with a private entrance either from outside or from a common 
hall, lobby, vestibule or stairway inside the building.  The entrance to the dwelling must be one that can be 
used without passing through the living quarters of someone else.  The dwelling must meet the two 
conditions necessary for year-round occupancy:  
(a) a source of heat or power (as evidenced by chimneys, power lines, oil or gas pipes or meters, 

generators, woodpiles, electric lights, heating pumps, solar heating panels, etc.); 
(b) an enclosed space that provides shelter from the elements (as evidenced by complete and enclosed 

walls and roof, and by doors and windows that provide protection from wind, rain and snow). 
 

Occupied Private Dwelling 
Refers to a private dwelling (a separate set of living quarters which has a private entrance either directly 
from outside or from a common hall, lobby, vestibule or stairway leading to the outside) in which a person 
or a group of persons is permanently residing.  Also included are private dwellings whose usual residents 
are temporarily absent on Census Day.  Unless otherwise specified, all data in housing products are for 
occupied private dwellings, rather than for unoccupied private dwellings or dwellings occupied solely by 
foreign and/or temporary residents.  
 
Structural Type of Dwelling 
Refers to the structural characteristics and/or dwelling configuration, that is, whether the dwelling in a 
single-detached house, an apartment in a high-rise building, a row house, a mobile home, etc. 
 
Single-detached house 

A single dwelling not attached to any other dwelling or structure (except its own garage or shed). A 
single-detached house has open space on all sides, and has no dwellings either above it or below. 

 
Semi-detached house  

One of two dwellings attached side by side (or back to front) to each other, but not to any other 
dwelling or structure (except its own garage or shed). A semi-detached dwelling has no dwellings 
either above it or below it, and the two units together have open space on all sides. 

 
Row house  

One of three or more dwellings joined side by side (or occasionally side to back), such as a town 
house or garden home, but not having any other dwellings either above or below. 

 
Apartment or flat in a duplex  

One of two dwellings, located one above the other, may or may not be attached to other dwellings 
or buildings. 

 
Apartment in a building that has five or more storeys  

A dwelling unit in a high-rise apartment building which has five or more storeys. 
 
Apartment in a building that has fewer than five storeys  

A dwelling unit attached to other dwelling units, or other non-residential space in a building that has 
fewer than five storeys. 

 
Other single-attached house  

A single dwelling that is attached to another building and that does not fall into any of the other 
categories, such as a single dwelling attached to a non-residential structure (e.g., a store or a 
church) or occasionally to another residential structure (e.g., an apartment building). 

 
Mobile home 

A single dwelling, designed and constructed to be transported on its own chassis and capable of 
being moved to a new location on short notice. It may be placed temporarily on a foundation, such 
as blocks, posts or a prepared pad (which may be covered by a skirt).  Includes mobile homes and 
other movable dwellings such as houseboats and railroad cars. 



Definitions: V 

Dwelling Tenure 
Refers to whether some member of the household owns or rents the dwelling, or whether the dwelling is Band 
housing (on an Indian reserve or settlement). 
 

Owned 
A dwelling is classified as "owned" even if it is not fully paid for, such as one which has a mortgage or some 
other claim on it.  The dwelling may be situated on rented or leased land or be part of a condominium 
(whether registered or unregistered). 

 
Rented 
A dwelling is classified as "rented" even if it is provided without cash rent or at a reduced rent, or if the 
dwelling is part of a cooperative.  For census purposes, in a cooperative, all members jointly own the 
cooperative and occupy their dwelling units under a lease agreement. 

 
 

Dwelling Characteristics 
 
Rooms 
Refers to the number of rooms in a dwelling.  A room is an enclosed area within a dwelling which is finished 
and suitable for year-round living.  Partially divided L-shaped rooms are considered to be separate rooms if 
they are considered as such by the respondent (e.g. L-shaped dining-room and living room arrangements).  
Not counted as rooms are bathrooms, halls, vestibules and rooms used solely for business purposes. 
 
Bedrooms 
Refers to all rooms designed and furnished as bedrooms and used mainly for sleeping purposes, even 
though the use may be occasional (e.g. spare bedroom).  Rooms used for one purpose during the day and 
bedrooms at night (for example, a living room used as a bedroom during the night) are not included as 
bedrooms.  By definition, one-room dwellings or bachelor apartments have zero bedrooms. 

 
 

Dwellings by Need of Repair 
Refers to whether, in the judgment of the respondent, the dwelling requires any repairs (excluding desirable 
remodeling or additions). 
 

Regular maintenance  
Refers to painting, furnace cleaning, etc.   

 
Minor repairs  
Refer to the repair of missing or loose floor tiles, bricks or shingles, defective steps, railing or siding, etc.  

 
Major repairs  
Refer to the repair of defective plumbing or electrical wiring, structural repairs to walls, floors or ceilings, etc. 
 
 

Dwellings by Period of Construction 
Refers to the period in time during which the building or dwelling was originally constructed. 
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Dwelling Costs by Tenure 
 

Gross Rent 
Average monthly total of all shelter expenses paid by tenant households.  It includes the monthly rent and 
costs of electricity, heat and municipal services.  These data are not available for Band housing on Indian 
reserves, since this variable does not apply to this type of dwelling.  A dwelling is classified as “rented” 
even if it is provided without cash rent, or at a reduced rent, or if the dwelling is part of a cooperative. 

 
Owner’s Major Payments 
Average monthly total of all shelter expenses paid by households that own their dwelling (non-farm).  It 
includes monthly mortgage payments, electricity, fuel, water, other municipal services, property taxes 
(municipal and school) and condominium fees.  These data are not available for Band housing on Indian 
reserves, since this variable does not apply to this type of dwelling. 

 
Percentage of Household Income Spent on Shelter Costs 
Refers to the proportion of average monthly 2005 total household income which is spent on owner's major 
payments (in the case of owner-occupied dwellings) or on gross rent ( in the case of tenant-occupied 
dwellings). 

 
 

Ethnic Origin 
Refers to the ethnic or cultural group(s) to which the respondent's ancestors belong.  An ancestor is someone from 
whom a person is descended and is usually more distant than a grandparent.  Ancestry should not be confused 
with citizenship, nationality, or language. 
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Highest Level of Schooling 
Refers to the highest grade or year of elementary or secondary (high) school attended, or to the highest year of 
university or college education completed for those 15 years of age and over.  University education is considered to 
be a higher level of schooling than college education.  Also, the attainment of a degree, certificate or diploma is 
considered to be at a higher level than years completed or attended without an educational qualification. 
 
Note that, even though this variable implies a hierarchy of educational attainment, in a number of instances, the 
levels are not entirely hierarchical.  For example, not all persons whose highest level of schooling is “Trades 
certificate or diploma” have obtained their secondary (high) school graduation certificate.  Another example in which 
the hierarchical element of this variable would be slightly askew is in the cases of persons who have attended both 
university and college, but possess no degrees, certificate or diplomas, but would nonetheless be situated at a 
“higher” level than a person who has a college education only, but with a certificate or diploma. 
 

High School Certificate or Equivalent 
Includes persons who have graduated from a secondary school or equivalent. Excludes persons with a 
postsecondary certificate, diploma or degree. Examples of postsecondary institutions include community 
colleges, institutes of technology, CEGEPs, private trade schools, private business colleges, schools of 
nursing and universities. 
 
College, CEGEP or other non-university certificate or diploma 
This category includes accreditation by non-degree-granting institutions such as community colleges, 
CEGEPs, private business colleges and technical institutes. 

 



Field of Study 
'Field of study' is defined as the main discipline or subject of learning. It is collected for the highest certificate, 
diploma or degree above the high school or secondary school level. 
 
 

Labour Force Activity 
Refers to the labour market activity of the population 15 years of age and over in the week (Sunday to Saturday) 
prior to Census Day (May 16, 2006).  
 

Participating in labour force 
Refers to persons who were either employed or unemployed during the week (Sunday to Saturday) prior to 
Census Day (May 16, 2006).  Labour force = Employed + Unemployed 
 
Employed 

Persons who, during the week (Sunday to Saturday) prior to Census Day:  
(c) did any work at all for pay or in self-employment or without pay in a family farm, business 

or professional practice;  
(d) were absent from their job or business, with or without pay, for the entire week because of 

a vacation, an illness, a labour dispute at their place of work, or any other reasons. 
 

Unemployed 
Persons who, during the week (Sunday to Saturday) prior to Census Day, were without paid work 
or without self-employment work and were available for work and either:  

(a) had actively looked for paid work in the past four weeks; or  
(b) were on temporary lay-off and expected to return to their job; or  
(c) had definite arrangements to start a new job in four weeks or less. 

 
Not in the labour force 
Refers to persons who, in the week (Sunday to Saturday) prior to Census Day, were neither employed nor 
unemployed. It includes students, homemakers, retired workers, seasonal workers in an 'off' season who 
were not looking for work, and persons who could not work because of a long term illness or disability. 
 
Participation rate 
Refers to the labour force in the week (Sunday to Saturday) prior to Census Day, expressed as a 
percentage of the population 15 years of age and over, (excluding institutional residents). 

100 X
over and age of  years15 Population

 force Labour  =rate ionParticipat  

 
Employment rate 
Refers to the number of persons employed in the week (Sunday to Saturday) prior to Census Day, 
expressed as a percentage of the total population 15 years of age and over, (excluding institutional 
residents). 

100 X
over and age of  years15 Population

 Employed  =Rate Employment  

 
Unemployment Rate 
Refers to the unemployed expressed as a percentage of the labour force in the week (Sunday to Saturday) 
prior to Census Day. 

100 X
force Labour

 Unemployed  =Ratent Unemployme  
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Labour Force by Place of Work 
Refers to the place of work of non-institutional residents 15 years of age and over who worked at some time since 
January 1, 2005. The variable usually relates to the individual's job held in the week prior to enumeration. However, 
if the person did not work during that week but had worked at some time since January 1, 2005, the information 
relates to the job held longest during that period. 
 

Worked outside home, within Canada 
 Persons who report to the same (usual) workplace location at the beginning of each shift. 
 

Worked at home 
Persons whose job is located in the same building as their place of residence, persons who live and work 
on the same farm, building superintendents and teleworkers who spend most of their work week working at 
home. 

 
Worked outside Canada 
Persons who work at a location outside Canada.  This can include diplomats, Armed Forces personnel and 
other persons enumerated abroad.  This category also includes recent immigrants who may not currently 
by employed, but whose job of longest duration since January 1, 2000 was held outside Canada. 

 
No Usual Place of Work (No fixed workplace address) 
Persons who do not go from home to the same workplace location at the beginning of each shift.  Such 
persons include building and landscape contractors, traveling salespersons, independent truck drivers, etc. 
 
Census Division (CD) 

The general term applied to areas that represent groupings of counties, regional districts, regional 
municipalities and other types of provincially legislated areas.  Census divisions are intermediate 
geographic areas between the municipality (census subdivision) and the province level.  Currently, 
there are 19 census divisions in Alberta.  

 
 
Census Subdivision (CSD) 

The general term for municipalities (as determined by provincial legislation) or areas treated as 
municipal equivalents for statistical purposes (for example, Indian reserves, Indian settlements and 
unorganized territories).  Census subdivisions (CSDs) aggregate to census divisions (CDs) which, 
in turn, aggregate to province/territory. 

 
 

Labour Force by Mode of Transportation 
Refers to the mode of transportation to work of non-institutional residents 15 years of age and over who worked at 
some time since January 1, 2005. Persons who indicate in the place of work question that they either had no fixed 
workplace address, or specified a usual workplace address, are asked to identify the mode of transportation they 
usually use to commute from home to work. The variable usually relates to the individual's job in the week prior to 
enumeration. However, if the person did not work during that week but had worked at some time since January 1, 
2005, the information relates to the job held longest during that period. 
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